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among, them, adopted a totally different attitude. The
cessation of the war with England had deprived them of
opportunities to display their valour and they wished to
occupy their time in a holy cause. Their advice was
accepted, but with some reservation, probably owing to the
influence of the Marmousets. The King informed the
Genoese ambassadors that he was willing to grant their
republic aid and comfort.1 The 'ordonnance' of the cru-
sade, however, imposed certain limits to this aid. Every
knight or esquire who wished to participate in the forth-
coming campaign, must equip himself, not from the state
revenues, but entirely at his own expense. The great
barons of the land were not free to employ men from out-
side their own domains for this expedition. Knights and
squires alone had the right to join, but valets were excluded
from this privilege, at least as long as they were not gentle-
men. Finally, the total number of thd French contingent
was not to exceed fifteen thousand.2
The choice of the leader of the crusade was then made
without great difficulty. The Genoese requested that this
dignity should be conferred upon a prince of the blood.
First among the candidates was the King's brother Louis,
comte de Valois and due de Touraine. His youth, for he
was only eighteen years of age at the time,3 and his inex-
perience in matters of warfare decided the King and his
council against his appointment.4 Next in importance and
social standing, were the King's uncles. Jean, due de
Berry/ had not distinguished himself in war, diplomacy or
administration, and his deplorable career in Languedoc was
in all minds. On the other hand, Philippe le Hardi, due
1 Cabaret d'Orville, 220-4; Retigieux, I, 650-3; Juvenal des Ursins, Lc.
3 Mirot, 12.
8 Born 13 March 1372, Louis became comte de Valois in 1376, due de
Touraine in 1386 and due d'Orleans in 1392- He married Valentina
Visconti, daughter of Giovanni Galeazzo and Isabelle de France in 1389.
His assassination on 23 November 1407 was a crucial event in the dissensions
in France which ultimately gave rise to the Armagnac party as against the
Burgundian in the period 1407-22.
4Froissart, XIV, 154.
5 Jean was due de Berry and d'Auvergne as well as comte de Montpensier
et de Poitou.